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Challenging Challenges 

on November 15-16—intended to promote 
strong and inclusive economic recovery 
among members. Priority went to issues 

-
tal transformation and sustainable energy  
transition.

elaborated on China’s viewpoints and of-
fered Chinese wisdom for the international 
community to tide over difficulties and 
create a better future together. He said all 

-
ent responsibility and lead by example to 
promote the development of all nations. A 
China marching toward modernization will 
generate more opportunities for the world 
and make greater contributions to human 
progress.

-
pounded on the China-proposed Global 

to meet the long-term objectives and im-
mediate needs of the world’s common 

-

and facilitating the progress of all countries.
The GSI defends the spirit of the UN 

-

all efforts conducive to the peaceful settle-
ment of crises.

The meeting between the presidents of 

-

between the two leaders since Joe Biden 

effectively covered the most important as-
pects of bilateral and international relations. 

-

countries’ mutual and fundamental interest 
to prevent conflict and confrontation and 
achieve peaceful coexistence.

Without a sense of synergy between the 

be hard to achieve. Safeguarding a peaceful 
and healthy planet for future generations re-
quires both sides to step up to the plate and 
exert joint efforts.  BR
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technologies are now in place to present the palace in a dynamic way.
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THIS WEEK SOCIETY

Emergency Rescue 
Team
Tibet Autonomous Region has 
established its first airborne rescue 
team for emergency response, 
equipped with two helicopters.

The 20-member team, co-
established by the administration 
of emergency management in the 
city of Nyingchi and the city’s forest 
fire brigade, will mainly be respon-
sible for rescue and relief work after 
accidents and natural disasters in 
Nyingchi, according to the brigade, 
Xinhua News Agency reported on 
November 17.

Located in the southeast part 
of Tibet, Nyingchi has lush forests 
and difficult terrain, posing a great 
threat to firefighting work during 
forest fires.

The two helicopters give the 
team great mobility in emergency 
response and rescue work, Pu 
Tongmeng, captain of the team, 
said.

On November 12, the team 

carried out an airborne drill to train 
in firefighting, delivery of rescuers, 
transfer of evacuees and aerial 
patrol.

Expanding  
Jurisdiction
The Supreme People’s Court (SPC) 
has issued a new regulation to 
expand the jurisdiction of primary 
courts over the first instance of civil 
and commercial cases involving 
foreign entities, Xinhua reported on 
November 16.

Currently, only a limited num-
ber of primary and intermediate 
courts are authorized to hear such 
first-instance cases.

Under the new rule that will 
come into effect on January 1, 2023, 
primary people’s courts shall have 
jurisdiction over the first instance of 
civil and commercial cases involv-
ing foreign entities.

Meanwhile, intermediate 
people’s courts shall have jurisdic-
tion over major first-instance cases 

The commission will urge lo-
calities to stay true to related price 
policies to maintain relatively stable 
natural gas prices for households, 
Meng said.

Support will go to upstream 
firms to increase natural gas pro-
duction and stocks to help tide over 
heating peaks during winter.

From January to October, the 
country produced 178.5 billion 
cubic meters of natural gas, up 6 
percent year on year.

Meng added that tight supplies 
of natural gas might happen dur-
ing some peak periods or in some 
regions amid lingering cold waves.

The country will make use of its 
daily natural gas supply manage-
ment system to address pop-up 
shortages and keep residents warm 
in winter, Meng said. 

Victorious Return
A Chinese naval fleet returned 
to the port city of Zhoushan in 
Zhejiang Province on November 
15, after completing its mission 
escorting civilian vessels in the Gulf 
of Aden and the waters off Somalia.

The 41st fleet of the Chinese 
People’s Liberation Army Navy, 
comprising the missile destroyer 
Suzhou, the missile frigate Nantong 
and the supply ship Chaohu, 
escorted 38 Chinese and foreign 
ships during the mission. The fleet 
set sail from Zhoushan on May 18.

The escort squad traveled 
nearly 90,000 nautical miles 
during its 182-day voyage without 
entering a port for rest.

China began dispatching naval 
ships to carry out vessel protection 
operations in the Gulf of Aden and 
the waters off Somalia in 2008.

Bolstering  
Employment
China is rolling out multiple 
measures to help the 11.58 million 
graduates that will leave college 
to enter the workforce or start their 
own businesses in 2023.

involving high-value objects in 
dispute, complicated details, or a 
substantial number of parties, ac-
cording to the regulation.

The adjustment was made in 
response to changes in the num-
ber, type and distribution of such 
cases, to improve the quality and 
efficiency of foreign-related judicial 
services and to contribute to the 
country’s high-standard opening 
up, an SPC official said.

Natural Gas Supply 
China can generally guarantee 
the natural gas supply for winter 
heating demands this year despite 
a complex international market 
situation, an official with the coun-
try’s top economic planner said on 
November 16.

Timely preparation and joint 
efforts have been made to ensure 
enough natural gas supply, Meng 
Wei, a spokesperson with the 
National Development and  
Reform Commission, told a press 
conference.
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A robot makes coffee at the 24th China Hi-Tech Fair in Shenzhen, Guangdong Province, on November 15.  

regions.
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THIS WEEK
The Ministry of Education and 

the Ministry of Human Resources 
and Social Security jointly hosted 
an online video conference on 
November 15 to further improve 
employment promotion policies 
and make arrangements to help 
graduates find jobs or start busi-
nesses next year.

China’s average surveyed 
urban unemployment rate stood at 
5.6 percent in the first 10 months of 
the year, official data showed.

College graduates are a key 
target of China’s employment-first 
policy. A series of pro-employment 
campaigns will be launched to 
incentivize firms to hire graduates.

Efforts are also required to 
promote a nationwide online 
recruiting platform, starting up 

and military recruitment of col-
lege students.

Guidance should be provided 
for graduates to choose their ca-
reers and positions based on the 
employment situation at the time, 
the meeting noted, and support 
should go to those with difficulties 
in securing employment.

The conference also 
requires relevant departments 
to streamline employment 
procedures, strengthen statistical 
monitoring of the employment 
of new graduates, and improve 
the awareness of graduates to 
safeguard their rights. 

XIN
H

U
A

XIN
H

U
A

Residents take a walk at a park in Hongqiao District, Tianjin on 
November 16. The park, transformed from a rundown area, has 
become an ideal venue for nearby residents to exercise. 

Crane
The world’s largest all-terrain  
crane completed its first lift at  
an onshore wind power project  
in Shandong Province on 
November 14, according to its de-
veloper—Chinese machinery giant 
Xuzhou Construction Machinery 
Group (XCMG).

Named XCA2600, the crane 
hoisted a weight of 171 tons to a 
height of 160 meters at the 50-MW 
wind power project site.

According to XCMG, the 
crane can lift a maximum weight 
of 173 tons to a maximum height 
of 160 meters. This capacity 
can greatly improve hoisting 

turbine installation projects.
XCMG, headquartered in 

Xuzhou, Jiangsu Province, is a 
multinational heavy machinery 
manufacturing company which 
makes products that are ex-
ported to more than 191 countries 
and regions worldwide.

City of Olympic 

The Chinese Olympic 
Committee awarded the City 
of Olympic Champions title to 
Qitaihe in Heilongjiang Province 
on November 11.

Qitaihe has cultivated more 

than 10 Winter Olympic and 
world champions, including 
short track speed skaters Yang 
Yang, Wang Meng, Sun Linlin 
and Fan Kexin.

Athletes from the city have won 
seven gold medals in the Winter 
Olympics, 177 golds in world-level 
competitions, and 535 golds in 
national-level competitions.

At the 2022 Beijing Winter 
Olympics, Fan and her team-
mates stormed to a thrilling 

China in this year’s Games.
The city has been stepping up 

efforts to train winter sports athletes 

in recent years by building schools 
that provide short track speed skat-
ing training, setting up a training 
base for the provincial sports team, 
as well as organizing ice and snow 
sports events.

The city currently has 20 
short track speed skating teams, 
16 coaches, and more than 600 
athletes. Across six major sports, 
such as speed skating, ski jumping, 
and snowboarding, more than 300 
athletes have been recruited by the 
national and provincial teams.

It is also the city with the most 
abundant reserve of talent for short 
track speed skating in the country.

 
Visitors inspect the characters of an ancient Chinese script inside 
an exhibition hall of the second phase of the National Museum of 
Chinese Writing in Anyang, Henan Province, on November 16, the day 
the second phase opened to the public.



6  BEIJING REVIEW http://www.bjreview.com

Industrial Output
Value-added industrial output, 
an important economic indicator, 
went up 5 percent year on year in 
October, 0.2 percentage points 
higher than that of the third quarter, 
according to data from the National 
Bureau of Statistics.

 Despite multiple challenges, 
such as the complex international 
situation and domestic COVID-19 
resurgences, the Chinese economy 
has sustained a steady trend of re-
covery in the month as the country 
stepped up efforts to implement 
pro-growth policies, the bureau 
said. 

Output of the mining industry 
increased 4 percent, while that of 
the manufacturing sector rose 5.2 
percent, the data showed.

 In particular, the hi-tech 
manufacturing sector posted 
strong growth momentum, with 
its output jumping 10.6 percent, 1.3 
percentage points higher than in 
September.

 The output of auto manufac-
turing logged a sharp increase of 

18.7 percent, while that of the electri-
cal machinery and equipment 
manufacturing sector expanded 
16.3 percent year on year. 

In a breakdown by ownership, 
state-owned enterprises saw a 
4.4-percent increase in output, 
while the private sector’s output 
grew 3.1 percent.

Industrial output is used to 
measure the activity of large 
enterprises, each with an annual 
main business turnover of at least 
20 million yuan ($2.84 million). 

In the first 10 months, China’s 
industrial output rose 4 percent 
year on year, 0.1 percentage points 
higher than in the first three quar-
ters, the data showed. 

Auto Exports
China’s automobile exports hit a re-
cord high in October, data from the 
China Association of Automobile 
Manufacturers showed.

 The country exported 337,000 
motor vehicles, surging 46 percent 
year on year. The figure also 
represented a 12.3-percent increase 

over the number registered in 
September, the association said.

 Some 279,000 passenger cars 
were sold overseas in the month, 
up 40.7 percent year on year and 
11.6 percent month on month. 

The rapid expansion of new-
energy vehicles (NEVs) was a 
highlight of China’s auto exports.

 In October, 109,000 NEV 
units were exported, jumping 81.2 
percent year on year. NEV exports 
almost doubled year on year in 
the first 10 months of this year to 
499,000 units. 

In the January-October period, 
China’s auto exports neared 2.46 
million units, rising 54.1 percent 
from the previous year, the data 
also showed.

Surplus
China’s banks saw a net foreign 
exchange (forex) settlement 
surplus of $106.6 billion in the 
first 10 months of this year, the 
State Administration of Foreign 
Exchange (SAFE) said.

 Forex purchases by banks 
stood at $2.1759 trillion, while sales 
reached more than $2.06 trillion, 
SAFE data showed.

 In October, the country’s cross-
border capital flows remained 
within a reasonable range, with the 
net inflows under trade in goods 
up 19 percent year on year, Wang 
Chunying, deputy director and 
spokesperson of the administration, 
said. 

Capital for foreign direct 
investment saw a net inflow, and 
foreign investment in the domestic 
bond market continued to recover, 
indicating the willingness of foreign 
investors regarding long-term 
investment in China as well as 
their allocation to renminbi assets 
is generally stable, according to 
Wang.

China’s cross-border capital 

market are expected to develop 
steadily and orderly, Wang 
added, citing reasons such as a 
more resilient forex market and 
improved macro-prudential 
management tools.

THIS WEEK
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THIS WEEK
Beijing Bourse 
The Beijing Stock Exchange said 
it has been operating smoothly 
and improving its ability to serve 
the innovation development of 
small and medium-sized busi-

 Launched on November 15  
last year, the stock exchange 
now has 123 listed companies 
and has raised 26.8 billion yuan 
($3.79 billion).

 Of these companies, small 

for 77 percent, while private 
enterprises make up 86 percent.

49 “little giant” companies (small 
enterprises specializing in niche 
markets with cutting-edge tech-
nologies and great potential), are 
in sectors of high-end equipment 
manufacturing, new energy, soft-
ware and hardware technologies, 
and new materials.

-

totaled 73.21 billion yuan ($10.36 
billion) and 6.93 billion yuan 

($981.58 million) from January 
to September, up 33.25 percent 
and 19.43 percent year on year, 
respectively.

Data from the bourse 
showed that over 5.2 million 
investors had opened accounts 
by November 14, including social 
security funds, insurance funds, 
and eligible overseas institutional 
investors.

benchmark index, a broad-
based index comprising 50 
representative companies listed 
on the bourse, was launched on 

overall market performance, the 
bourse said.

Instant Retail
The nationwide instant retail 
market has been growing rapidly 
in recent years, and is likely to 
exceed 1 trillion yuan ($141.64 
billion) in revenue by 2026, 
according to a report released 
by the China Chain-Store and 
Franchise Association.

 The emerging retail busi-
ness, which usually delivers 
goods within an hour of receiving 
orders, has seen its market scale 
expand by about 81 percent in 

 Many retail outlets such 
as convenience stores and super-
markets have rolled out store-
to-doorstep online shopping 
and delivery services to cater 
to consumers living or working 
nearby. 

E-commerce platforms have 
also jumped on the bandwagon 
by leveraging their big data-
driven consumer insights and 
extensive delivery network.

 Online food delivery giant 
Meituan began offering instant 
retail services on its platform 
in 2018, with sales value of the 
new services accounting for 12 
percent of the platform’s total 
in 2021. The average daily order 
volume for its instant retail ser-
vices reached 4.3 million in the 
second quarter of 2022.

 The report said the instant 
retail market has a bright future, 

as its combination of digitaliza-
tion and fast delivery will help 
traditional retailers expand  
the scale of their consumer  
community. 

Bad Loan Ratio
The non-performing loan ratio 
of China’s commercial banks 
fell to 1.66 percent by the end 
of the third quarter (Q3) with 
strengthened risk-resistance, the 
China Banking and Insurance 
Regulatory Commission said.

percentage points from the end 
of the second quarter.

 By the end of September, 
the banks’ outstanding bad loans 
amounted to 3 trillion yuan 
($424.5 billion).

 Their provision coverage 
ratio, the percentage of funds a 
bank sets aside to cover losses 
due to bad debts, came in at 
205.54 percent at the end of Q3, 
up 1.75 percentage points from 
the previous quarter, according 
to the commission.

Primary 
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forestry, animal 
husbandry and 
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TÜRKIYE  
People console each other on Istiklal Avenue near  

Taksim Square in Istanbul after a blast hit the city center on 

had killed six people and injured 81 as of November 17
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ANGOLA  
A Huawei employee (right) presents products  

to a visitor at the inauguration ceremony  
of the Huawei Angola Tech Park in Luanda  

on November 14. The park is expected to help 
train more local talents in the information and 
communication technology sector and speed 

up digitalization in the southern African country 

THAILAND  

The APEC 2022 logo in Bangkok 
on November 16. The 29th 

 
Cooperation (APEC) Economic 
Leaders’  Meeting took place  

in the city on November 18-19
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THIS WEEK

AUSTRALIA  
Airplanes perform during the 

annual Wings Over Illawarra air 
show, which took place about 

100 km south of Sydney  
on November 12

SLOVENIA  
President-elect Natasa Pirc Musar addresses the media at 
the electoral headquarters in Ljubljana on November 13. 
The 54-year-old lawyer won the presidential race that day 

 
People crowd Tokyo Station  

in Tokyo on November 15, the day  
the UN announced the world  

population had reached 8 billion, a 
milestone in human development
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Wang Yi

 

Samdech Techo Hun Sen

A Vocation
Lifeweek  
November 14

-

number marking their graduation and subse-
quent entry into the real world. 

registered students. These colleges serve 
as a crucial juncture sending students from 

Yin Li 

November 13. 
-

China that year as he worked for the country’s then Ministry of Health.

governments.

Fujian Provincial Committee. 

Adopt Responsibility
Gmw.cn   
November 10

adoption. The adoption package comes with 

live-streams of the adoptee’s daily routine. 

seen reduced traffic due to the impact of 

asked about the status quo of incoming and 

refused to elaborate on the matter. If this pro-

legal obligation to keep the public informed. 
But these virtual adoptions exist in a gray area 
between market exchange and charity. 

Without detailed regulations on the usage 
-

ty taking shape around the donation program 
may evolve into a battleground where doubts 
and accusations abound. 

due responsibility and respect the public’s 

as a constant reminder not to derail from its 
original mission: animal protection. 
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AND THE GOLDEN ROOSTER GOES TO…

Oliver Zipse
 

 
Axel Mattern

THIS WEEK

secondary vocational schools and regular 
high schools into their respective professions. 

with elite universities at the top and vocational 
college graduates at the very bottom. 

This low ranking is partly rooted in 
the public’s limited knowledge about the 
vocational learning environment. These insti-
tutions actually present a perfect example of 

-
try by offering a range of highly specialized 

As many vocational institutions are lo-

most of them hired directly from neighboring 

field trips to these factories. This teaching 

-
tional training. 

The boundaries separating vocational and 
higher learning institutions need to be broken. 
If one looks beyond the stereotype and preju-

that are sometimes a little lost but always  
aspiring.

Gender Studies
Rednet.cn   
November 10
Paid study rooms equipped with adjustable 
lighting and dining areas have emerged as 
a new favorite spot among young Chinese 
preparing for civil service or college en-

the issue of gender discrimination. 
A key characteristic setting these paid 

study rooms apart from libraries and class-
rooms is the exclusion of non-members. 

Langfang also draws attention to the fact 
that it is a profit-making business cater-
ing to specific consumer demands. Some 
female students are more comfortable 
studying in an all-female environment. As 

only study rooms cannot and will not be 
replaced. 

room furnishes its customers with both 
a pleasant physical environment and the 
atmosphere they are looking for. The 
decision to focus on a specific group of 

based on sexist prejudice but on a desire to 
provide more personalized services. 

The winners of the 35th Golden Rooster Awards were announced at the highly anticipated 
closing ceremony of the 2022 China Golden Rooster and Hundred Flowers Film Festival in 

Zhu Yilong won Best Actor for his performance in Lighting Up the Stars
family drama that tells the story of a funeral director who acciden-
tally crosses paths with a girl who unexpectedly shifts his attitude 
toward life. Xi Meijuan won Best Actress for her performance in 
Song of Spring
her 65-year-old daughter who suffers from Alzheimer’s.

War epic The Battle at Lake Changjin snatched up two tro-
phies—Best Feature and Best Director.



12  BEIJING REVIEW http://www.bjreview.com

DECLARATION OF  
INTERDEPENDENCE 

G20 leaders respond to global concerns by reiterating cooperation  
commitments, but that’s not enough By Liang Xiao

COVER STORY
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Chinese President Xi Jinping at the 
17th Summit of the Group of 20 (G20) 
in Bali, Indonesia, on November 15

ndonesian people and global citizens 
hope the leaders refrain from using 
the precious moments during the sum-
mit simply as opportunities to criticize 
and attack one another.” One week 

-
per The Jakarta Post

-
vising leaders unwilling to work together to address the 
world’s economic and security conundrums to at least 
“lower their ego as not to worsen the suffering of many 
people across the globe.”

XIN
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G20 Bali Summit took place 
on November 15 and 16. It was 
the second in-person meeting of 
the leaders of the world’s major 
economies since the onset of the 

the virtual 2020 and hybrid online-

“This summit would prob-
ably be the most divided and 

the Center for BRICS and G20 
Studies at the China Institutes 
of Contemporary International 

Beijing Review 
before the summit. Since late 

-
rial meetings and working group 

coming to a common statement 
or declaration. Even less sensitive 

have resulted in opposing emo-

community at one point even wor-
ried the summit would encounter 
the same obstacles and not be able 
to issue a joint leaders’ declaration.

But the outcomes far exceeded 
original expectations as the partici-
pating leaders reached concrete and 
pragmatic consensus on several 
issues. “…We [the G20 members] 
will take coordinated actions to 

inclusive and resilient global recov-
ery and sustainable development 

G20 Bali Leaders’ Declaration 
read. 

“Global society can indeed be 
said to have come to an inflection 

summit at this time can make his-

member of the Institute for Global 
Cooperation and Understanding 
under Peking University and dis-
tinguished professor at Shandong 

Beijing 
Review.

Common crises

informal forum for international 
financial and economic coopera-
tion. It comprises 19 countries plus 
the European Union. Its member 

Kingdom and the United States.

gathered in Bali to discuss potential 
solutions for a series of imminent 

-
zying array of issues ranging from 
hunger to nuclear threats. Any of 
these calamities on their own would 
have constituted a big deal in the 

-

no country is able to solve the prob-
lems single-handedly anymore.
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percent of international trade and 
60 percent of the world population. 

“We have no other option; 
collaboration is necessary to save 

Joko Widodo said at the summit’s 
opening ceremony. As G20 chair 

and energy transition as its three 
priority issues. 

“All three topics are closely 
related to the economic and social 
recovery that is of concern to all 
countries in the pandemic’s after-

with the National Institute of 

interview with Global People
comprehensive political journal in 
China. 

“The current situation of the 
world economy is similar to that in 
2008; the risk of an economic and 

all countries in the world to jointly 
rise to the occasion. “In the short 

-

promote economic stability. In the 
-

munity needs to boost economic 
-

and build a fair and equitable inter-
national order.” 

Global recovery depends on the 
shared understanding of the inter-

pointed out.

Peace and change
More and more political analysts 
believe the G20 summit should 
be about economic and develop-
ment issues instead of serving as a 

recovery is facing enormous 

International Monetary Fund re-
leased its latest World Economic 

-
grading its forecast for the global 
economy—with a sharp warning: 

for many people 2023 will feel 
like a recession.” The agency also 
pointed out that it expects global 
growth to slump to 2.7 percent next 

it could fall below 2 percent.
Along with this gloomy out-

is no longer working properly. 
Some developed economies have 
aggressively raised interest rates to 

and in doing so have destabilized 

enormous pressure on emerging 
markets and developing countries.

is a wake-up call for the world to 
create a more resilient medical 

supply chain. Countries everywhere are emerging 
from the haze of COVID-19 and gradually return-
ing to normal production modes and lifestyles. 

-
veloping countries is still weak and unable to cope 
with new global infectious diseases that may emerge 
in the future. According to a recent World Health 

percent of the population in 88 of its member coun-

even stood below 10 percent.
A joint response to challenges is the original in-

tention of the G20. After the outbreak of the Asian 
-

created as a meeting mechanism for the members’ 

was upgraded to an annual summit of leaders on the 

triggered by the American subprime mortgage crisis 

G20 has evolved into a multilateral platform con-
necting the world’s major developed and emerging 

-
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The G20 2022 logo outside the summit’s main venue in Bali, Indonesia
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“China has always been a 
promoter of global economic devel-

a fair and equitable international 

-
namically promoted the policy of 
reform and opening up and indus-
trial transformation and upgrading. 

contributed an average 38.6 per-

more than the contribution of the 

as the world’s only global power 
rising through mutual benefit and 

-
ond largest contributor to both the 
regular and peacekeeping budgets 

contributor among the perma-
nent members of the UN Security 
Council. 

To promote world develop-

Xi has put forward the vision of 
a community with a shared fu-
ture for humanity. Via emerging 
international cooperation mecha-
nisms such as the Belt and Road 

-
tive that aims to boost connectivity 
along and beyond the ancient Silk 

actions to achieve common pros-
perity with partner countries. 

“China has become a key 
champion of world peace and devel-

BR

Copyedited by Elsbeth van Paridon
Comments to liangxiao@cicgamericas.com

stability is a prerequisite for eco-

growth and cooperation in turn can 
promote geopolitical stability.

Wrangling over the Russia-

the global economy is two-fold. 

and gas exporter; Europe is heavily 
dependent on Russia’s energy and 
the imposed Western sanctions on 
Russia directly led to the current 
world energy crisis. On the other 

important grain suppliers and their 
grain exports have been greatly af-

with the European Studies Center 
at the China University of Political 

Beijing 
Review.

Wang said the importance of 
the G20 to Russia is on the rise. 
Compared with the BRICS or the 

of the few platforms for Russia to have a direct dia-
logue with Western countries.

Although Russian President Vladimir Putin did 

Minister Sergei Lavrov had brief talks with German 
Chancellor Olaf Scholz and French President 

Minister Wang Yi. Wang Yi stated China will con-
tinue to maintain an objective and fair position and 
play a constructive role in the promotion of peace 
talks on the Ukraine crisis. Lavrov responded Russia 
will remain open to discussion and negotiation.

China’s input
As the world’s second largest economy and its larg-

supporters of the G20 mechanism and plays an 
important role in addressing global challenges and 
improving global economic governance.

Xi Jinping delivered a speech entitled Working 
Together to Meet the Challenges of Our Times and 

-
lective action and close cooperation to make global 

-
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A citizen receives a dose of a  
China-made COVID-19 vaccine  
in Bangkok, Thailand, on May 12
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meeting took place. These men haven’t met in person 
since Biden was vice president during Barack Obama’s 

-
fessor of politics and international relations at East China 

“There’s just so much more that can be gained from meet-

both face new tasks in development.

impact of COVID-19 and additional U.S. tariffs on 

China and the U.S. need to have a sense of respon-

explore the right way to get along with each other in 

and bring it back to the track of healthy and stable 
growth to the benefit of the two countries and the 

-
mitted to keeping the channels of communication 
open between the two presidents and at all levels of 

issues where the two sides disagree and to strengthen 
necessary cooperation and play a key role in address-

Democrats appeared to have staved off a 
Republican “red wave” as the dust settled from the 

indicate that with Republicans in control of the House 

encounter roadblocks in pursuing its domestic politi-

The current state of China-U.S. 
relations does not support 
the fundamental interests of 

the two countries and peoples and 
is not what the international com-

 
Xi Jinping said while talking with 
his U.S. counterpart Joe Biden 
ahead of the Group of 20 Summit in 

the two top leaders conducted a candid 
and in-depth exchange of opinions 
on a wide range of issues concerning 
bilateral ties and global priorities as the 
world watched. 

With the conclusion of the 20th 
National Congress of the Communist 
Party of China and the midterm elec-

both completed their major domestic 

professor with the Center for American 
Studies at Shanghai-based Fudan 

together would help both understand 
each other’s latest policy arrangements.

“As many people worry the tense 
Sino-American status quo may lead 
the world into a confrontation between 
two camps and turn globalization into 

Director of the Institute of International 

told Beijing Review. 

A clear signal
“The positive thing is that the Xi-Biden 

COVER STORY

cal agenda. It may turn its attention 
abroad and do more to deal with 

a professor at Peking University’s 

during a webinar discussing the U.S. 
midterm elections and the future of 
China-U.S. relations on November 
11. 

manage competition with China if 
it wishes to bring bilateral relations 
back to the track of sound and stable 

-

may have a positive impact on mul-
tiple sectors.

-
sesses rich political expertise and is 

the hardline policies introduced during 
Donald Trump’s presidency and co-
operate with China on climate change 
and a better management of bilateral 

Questions remain
The meeting kicked off a “bridge-

Secretary of State Henry Kissinger 
said in his virtual remarks to the 
Bloomberg New Economy Forum in 

lamenting there is still a long way 
to go to avoid conflict between the 
world’s largest economies.

“Can Biden do more than talk 
the talk? Does he want to turn the 
corner and seek common ground 

LOOKING TO  
THE FUTURE  

Xi-Biden meeting sends positive signal but hard nuts will need to be cracked  
By Ma Miaomiao
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added. 
“We hope commercial issues 

will be on the agenda when cabinet-
level officials from both countries 

President of the U.S.-China Business 

280 U.S. companies doing business in 
China Daily. 

The U.S. State Department 
confirmed at a news conference on 
November 14 that U.S. Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken will visit China 
in early 2023. U.S. media reported 
the trip aims to keep the lines of com-
munication open and exchanges about 
important issues at senior levels in or-

BR

Copyedited by G.P. Wilson
Comments to mamm@cicgamericas.com 

XIN
H

U
A

in lieu of advancing an already faltering containment 
-

Beijing Review. 
The two leaders reached agreement on issues such as 

these are important but not fundamental bilateral issues 

Beijing 
Review.

“The continuing conflict in these fundamental areas 

adding it’s unfortunate that influential elites in the U.S. 
have a vested interest in continuing animosities [with 
China].

One example is that after Republicans regain 
a majority in the House of Representatives and if 

-

of International Relations under 

The Taiwan question has become 
even more complicated as many an-
alysts in the U.S. are linking it with 
the hi-tech competition between 

a researcher with the National 
Institute of International Strategy un-
der the Chinese Academy of Social 

The Beijing News. 
Mahoney also shared further 

concerns as he believes no real break-
throughs were made during the top 
leaders’ meeting in Bali. The two sides 
made no announcement of a resump-
tion of bilateral talks on climate change 
or military-to-military communica-
tion—two issues that are baselines for 
mitigating dangers associated with po-
tentially existential threats. “Although 
no breakthrough on the [U.S.-initiated] 

Chinese President Xi Jinping meets with U.S. President Joe Biden in Bali, Indonesia, on November 14
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cutting the 142-km journey from three-plus hours to 
roughly 40 minutes.

Considered a landmark project to promote the 
synergy between the China-proposed Belt and Road 

-

a strategy designed to strengthen the country’s mari-
time infrastructure and security apparatus to better 

received the attention of both countries’ top leaders.
Chinese President Xi Jinping told Indonesian 

President Joko Widodo in Beijing on July 26 that 
“the two sides need to intensify high-quality Belt 
and Road cooperation for more fruitful outcomes 
and must strive to complete the Jakarta-Bandung 
HSR on schedule and to high standards.”

As the first foreign head of state to visit China 
since the conclusion of the Beijing Winter Olympics 

-

commitment to growing the bilateral relationship. 
-

tioned how the HSR is a symbol of Indonesia’s rapid 
development. He added the country is ready to work 
with China to ensure that the railway is completed 

another milestone in the bilateral friendship.
The friendship between the two heads of state 

stayed on track as President Xi attended the Group 

November 15 to 16 at Widodo’s invitation.
“The G20 Bali Summit is the first multilateral 

summit President Xi has attended after the 20th 

Foreign Ministry spokesperson Zhao Lijian said at a 

Supporting the work of the Indonesian G20 

The official website of the 
Ministry of Tourism of 

a must-see. The site goes on to de-
scribe the festival as “reviving the 
memory of the historic voyages of 
Admiral Cheng Ho from China into 
[modern-day] Indonesian waters.” 

As the most famous navigator 

also considered a great diplomat 
because his fleet’s seven voyages 

silk but also friendship to Southeast 
-

day refer to as Indonesia.
Never could Zheng have imag-

ined that more than 600 years after 
he first set sail would the bond 
of friendship between China and 
Indonesia be stronger than ever 
thanks to modern means of trans-
portation: the high-speed railway 

Head-of-state  
diplomacy

first HSR in Indonesia will con-
nect the national capital of Jakarta 

Java Province and the fourth most 

the summit’s theme of Recover 

promoting strong and inclusive 
economic recovery among G20 

boost cooperation in the implemen-
tation of the UN 2030 Agenda for 

added.

then tour of Southeast Asia and 
gave a speech to the Indonesian 
Parliament. He described his 
journey as one “carrying forward 
traditional friendship and mapping 
out future cooperation.” During 

countries jointly announced the 
bilateral relationship would receive 
an upgrade to a comprehensive 
strategic partnership to further 
build on past achievements and 
generate all-round and in-depth 
growth.

Flow to grow
In his aforementioned address 

mentioned an Indonesian folk song 
called Bengawan Solo
very famous in China as well. Its 
lyrics go as follows: Your water 
springs forth from Solo, caged by 

to reach far distances, eventually 
to the sea. “Like the beautiful river 

SAILS TO RAILS   
Transportation is the tie that binds nations, including China and Indonesia  

By Zhao Wei

COVER STORY
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Indonesia. According to the park’s 

holding an important technical po-
sition is responsible for imparting 
their skills to five to 10 Indonesian 
employees. 

China has also put its know-how 
to good use in the Jakarta-Bandung 
HSR. The project is the first high-
speed rail project overseas to 

-
dards and equipment. The 11 sets of 
bullet passenger trains and one set 
of comprehensive inspection trains 
tailormade for the railway were 
manufactured in China. One set of 
passenger trains and the inspection 
trains arrived in Indonesia’s Jakarta 
Port on September 1.

A group of young Indonesians 
produced and posted a video on-
line to introduce how the Jakarta-
Bandung HSR could change 
people’s lives. At the end of the 

the local voice: “It’s not only 
fast but also sustainable for the 

electricity. We hope that the co-
operation between Indonesia and 
China doesn’t stop here and can 
continue to extend to other cities so 
everyone can commute faster and 

story of China-Indonesia friendship 
remains one of smooth sailing.  BR
Copyedited by Elsbeth van Paridon
Comments to zhaowei@cicgamericas.com
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Friendship flows as cooperation flourishes. In 

underway. The project intends to build business 
-

reciprocal policies. 
-

ogy and management experience to Indonesia and 
also help upgrade local industries and train local 

Indonesia’s industrialization and modernization  
process.

According to a survey conducted by the Chinese 

of China-invested enterprises have trained local 

enterprises have sent Indonesian employees to China 

carried out school-enterprise cooperation programs. 
Chinese Ambassador to Indonesia Lu Kang 

shared a story of his visit to the Indonesia Morowali 

Corporation Social Responsibility Report on China-
invested Enterprises in Indonesia on October 28. 

“I happened to meet a young Indonesian woman 

experienced engineer; like many 
-

sionate and daring. Her department 
is responsible for the improve-
ment of ferronickel product quality 
which requires high skills. Fresh 

Indonesian employee of the depart-
ment. With the careful guidance 
and help from her Chinese col-

only four months and then took the 
initiative to translate all the opera-
tion instructions into Indonesian 
and implement the switch between 
Chinese and Indonesian of the 

-
tated the passing on of technology 
between Chinese and Indonesian 

seven more Indonesian employees 
joined the department and Fitriani 
gave the freshmen her step-by-step 

The IMIP is a modern industrial 
park with a focus on the nickel-
based industry located in Indonesia’s 
Central Sulawesi Province. This 
is a key Belt and Road project in 

Electric multiple units conduct hot 
testing on the Jakarta-Bandung  
High-Speed Railway trial section in 
Bandung, Indonesia, on November 9
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The COP27 and Beyond
By Zhong Cheng

which link Russia and Germany through the 
-

emission reduction achievements. 
Tensions over the war in Ukraine and sky-

rocketing energy and food prices have hugely 
affected economic and political policies across the 

-

-
pecially the commitment to providing an annual 

countries. 
Today’s multiple crises of geopolitical con-

The 27th Session of the Conference 

UN Framework Convention on 

November 6 to 18 in the Egyptian resort city 
of Sharm El-Sheikh.

This year’s conference came at a time of 

with accumulating political and security challeng-
es consuming the world’s attention and budget to 
manage climate change.

A changing world
Climate change may be the most severe and com-

-

-
ment of hundreds of millions of people. As UN 
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An event at the China 
Pavilion on the sidelines 
of the 27th Session of 
the Conference of the 
Parties to the UN  
Framework Convention 
on Climate Change  
in Sharm El-Sheikh, 
Egypt, on November 6

Secretary General António Guterres 

climate hell with our foot still on the  
accelerator.”

The essence of combating cli-
mate change is to reduce greenhouse 

the U.S. and the EU have imposed 

turning energy into a coercive tool 
following the outbreak of the Russia-

have returned to the environmentally 

commitments and pledges in the 
framework of international agree-
ments to reduce greenhouse gas 

-
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-
ing the spillover of other issues into the climate 

-
political differences to interfere with the efforts to 
prioritize climate action.

Core goals
The COP27 was themed Together for 
Implementation. The conference envisioned 
translating climate pledges into action and ensur-
ing fulfilled commitments on financing climate 
action in developing countries. 

Egyptian President Abdel-Fattah al-Sisi said the 
people of the world were expecting the leaders’ 
meeting at the COP27 “to take real and concrete 

-

and providing the necessary financing for de-
veloping countries that suffer the most from the 
current climate crisis.” 

The COP27 sent the general message that 

complementary and collaborative actions to adapt 
-

make the necessary pivot from negotiations to 
implementation and get moving on the massive 
transformation that must take place throughout 
all layers of society to address the climate emer-
gency. 

launched the Sharm El-Sheikh Adaptation 

offered solutions that could be adopted at the 
local level to adapt to climate change. These out-

to bring together all parties concerned through 

and non-state players behind a shared set of ad-

The agenda includes global 2030 targets related 
to transitioning to climate-resilient and sustain-

expanding people’s access to clean cooking. 
Its overall structure contains a focus on  

neutralization working mechanism that has clari-
fied the top-level design of the “dual carbon” 

system. 
-

age annual economic growth rate of 6.6 percent 
with an annual energy consumption growth rate 
of 3 percent. Its carbon emissions per unit of 

formally launched the national carbon emission 

-
gest of its kind in the world. 

China has been carrying out cooperation with 
other developing countries on adapting to climate 

related projects and signed 43 related coopera-
tion documents with 38 developing countries. It 
adopts an active approach to capacity-building 

of climate change. It has also provided equip-

their natural disaster monitoring and early warn-
ing mechanisms as well as climate adaptation 
abilities. 

China holds that the international com-
munity’s response to climate change now faces 
severe challenges and developing countries have 
suffered the most from global warming. It urges 
developed countries to step up to their historical 

obligations. They should deliver on their promise 
-

and take credible steps to help developing coun-

trust between North and South and form greater 
synergy in actions.  BR

The author is an op-ed contributor to Beijing Review and an 
expert on international studies
Copyedited by Elsbeth van Paridon
Comments to yanwei@cicgamericas.com

implementation aimed at the mo-
bilization of collective efforts for 
ambitious emission reductions from 

-
formative adaptation agenda and the 
allowance for appropriate and timely 

This year’s COP27 also put a 
welcome emphasis on Africa and 
launched the UN-backed Africa 

raise African carbon credits. 

COP27 priorities. African countries 
are keen to implement the initiative 
by establishing carbon markets that 
help with executing all aspects of 

and mitigation measures that reflect 
the adoption of a holistic approach 
toward climate action. The establish-
ment of carbon markets will have 
a positive impact on development 
across the African continent.

China in action
China lends climate change high 
priority in its national governance 
system and strives for further 
progress by integrating the goals 
of peaking carbon emissions and 
achieving carbon neutrality into the 
country’s overall plans for promoting 
ecological advancement as well as 
economic and social development. It 
focuses on creating synergy between 
reducing pollution and controlling 
carbon emissions to promote a com-
prehensive transformation toward 
environment-friendly economic and 
social development. 

-
counted for 30-50 percent of global 

-

-
tion and construction. To implement 

peak carbon emissions before 2030 
and achieve carbon neutrality before 
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The Moral Alternative
By Robert Walker

embargoes on Chinese trade and employed do-
mestic legislation to prevent other nations from 
going into business with China.

The UN’s commitment to eradicate extreme 
poverty and to half other forms by 2030 under 
the SDGs was premised on a fundamental WTO 
reform—the so-called Doha Round which com-
menced in November 2001 with the objective 

facilitating increased global trade. But the prop-
osition proved a non-starter; wealthy countries 
were simply unprepared to change a system that 
massively favored them. This one fact alone 
already makes the SDGs unattainable.

A just substitute 
In marked contrast to the prevailing geopoliti-
cal system that presents economic competition 
as a surrogate war to achieve global domina-

Congress on October 16 with a call to “let us 
all join forces to meet all types of global chal-
lenges.” He continued by reiterating China’s 
commitment to its “national policy of opening 
to the outside world” with a view to create “new 
opportunities for the world… and to contribute 
its share to building an open global economy 

This is no new commitment. Xi has ex-
pressed similar aspirations in many previous 

-
mentalism reflects the Confucian tradition of 
wangdao
basically meaning the strong care for the weak.

And action speaks louder than words. China 

expansionary stimulus package that was suf-

but to protect much of the developing world. 
China has provided infrastructure invest-

ment for other developing countries under the 

OPresident Xi Jinping announced 
China had secured a complete victory 

suffer poverty that is even more severe.

“morally bankrupt. It favors the rich and pun-
ishes the poor.” Hopes were high the world’s 
people would come together to demand the 
eradication of extreme poverty through the 
17 global Sustainable Development Goals 

 
happened. 

envisages a community with a shared future for 
humanity and would involve “countries with 

cultures and levels of development coming 

creating the greatest synergy for building a bet-
ter world.” Scholars and politicians schooled in 

might regard this vision as utopian. Yet it is the 
core of China’s foreign policy as presented by 
President Xi at a conference marking the 50th 
anniversary of the restoration of the People’s 
Republic of China’s lawful seat in the UN in 
October 2021. Before considering what this 
alternative vision might entail for global poverty 

-
tures and forces that have till now prevented 
greater reductions in global poverty.

A biased system
The reigning neoliberal framework has long 

turn leading to the “structural adjustment” poli-
cy as implemented by the World Bank and the 

This made financial assistance to 
developing countries conditional 
on the privatization of state-owned 

“competitive” exchange rates and 
the elimination of barriers to for-
eign direct investment. Developing 
countries were therefore obliged 
to engage in globalization and to 
do so from a position of economic  
weakness.

this system remains in place. It has 
arguably facilitated the globaliza-
tion of world trade—credited with 
stimulating global economic growth 
and reducing poverty in the last 40 
years. It provided the environment 

grew to become the world’s second 
largest economy. 

-
nomic system continues to penalize 
developing countries. The World 

global body nominally intended to 

legitimacy to trade practices that 
discriminate against developing 

the imposition of high tariffs on 
processed goods exported by low-

appellate body established to rule 
on trade disputes no longer func-

new appointees. While supposedly 
committed to open markets and free 

GOVERNANCE
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in 2013 to boost connectivity along and beyond 

-
ent governments by insisting on ideologically 
driven policy changes.

China began shipping vaccines globally well 
before its own population was fully vaccinated 

2.2 billion doses to more than 120 countries 
and international organizations. It also donated 

mechanism for pooled vaccine procurement 
and equitable distribution co-sponsored by the 

-

Ukraine crisis generating rising food prices and 

Just as it did during the great recession that 

China has once again been supporting major 
emerging economies with loans and currency 

the impact of these exogenous events. Many 
governments have also had to cope with inter-
national investors withdrawing their funds in a 

The GDI also aims to improve the global 

and build an open world economy. It therefore 

an active part in the reform and development of 

works to make global governance fairer and 
more equitable.”

Many experts believe global poverty can 
only be eradicated by shifting the balance of 

to the UN—the only body with universal rep-
resentation. 

Poverty results from the moral bankruptcy 

to address it is by pursuing China’s goal “to 
make global governance fairer and more  
equitable.”  BR

This is an edited excerpt of an article first published on the 
China Focus website. The author is a professor at Beijing Normal 
University and a 2021 fellow at the Shorenstein Center on Media, 
Politics and Public Policy, Harvard Kennedy School 
Copyedited by Elsbeth van Paridon
Comments to yanwei@cicgamericas.com

bid to protect the value of their port-
folios—irrespective of the impact on 
local poverty rates. 

China eradicated extreme pov-
erty—SDG Target 1.1—a decade 
ahead of schedule. Following the 

domestic attention now shifts to 

concept that embraces SDG Target 

its dimensions. But China’s vision of 
“building a community with a shared 
future for humanity” also encom-

“achieving common prosperity 
for all.” The Global Development 

up the implementation of the UN 

to this worldwide commitment. 

-

commitment to cooperating with 
international agencies.

China-donated COVID-19 vaccines arrive in Minsk, Belarus, on November 12
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F
Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region. As a re-

ports.
This practice has seriously violated market 

-
ing regular PV product trade between the 
two countries. The PV industry is a strategic 
emerging business with a big stake in global 
sustainable development. Promoting the de-
velopment of renewable energy and energy 
transformation based on this industry has al-

including in the U.S. and China. China is a 

the world’s PV product exports coming from 
Xinjiang.

American companies choose these prod-
ucts for a reason. If they turn to other countries 

will see soaring costs that will eat into their 
corporate interests.

The ensuing negative impacts of the 
seizure will also weaken the Joe Biden admin-
istration’s undertaking to cope with climate 
change—which it considers a signature proj-

renewable energy have an important role in re-
ducing greenhouse gas emissions and mitigat-
ing climate change. The Biden administration 

45 percent of the country’s power generation 

the country needs to install a huge amount 

recent seizure of related PV products will tem-
porarily trip up installation.

The CBP cited the so-called “Uygur 

Forced Labor Prevention Act” 

the UFLPA—born out of political 
motivation and violating all market 

or in part in Xinjiang” entry to the 

evidence shows these items were 
not made with “forced labor.”

According to the Forced 
-

proved by the International Labor 

“shall mean all work or service 
which is exacted from any person 
under the menace of any penalty 
and for which the said person has 
not offered himself voluntarily.” 

T h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  c a s e  i n 
Xinjiang’s PV factories. Workers 
of all ethnic groups go to these fac-

rights fully protected by the coun-

supported by high-level automation 
-

labor” redundant.

-

because they lack the relevant knowledge. A 
job in these factories is highly sought-after be-

obviously far less physically demanding than 
farm work. Many employees from the remote 
areas in Xinjiang can afford to buy cars and 

of working in these factories. Locals consider 
working in the PV industry a matter of “fa-

contain China’s rise. In terms of the produc-

large even. This makes the region a thorn in 
the Western political side. By spinning tales 
of Xinjiang PV companies employing “forced 

and even move production out of Xinjiang. 

by political motivations will eventually wreak 

value chains.
Seizure of PV products from Xinjiang 

will not cause substantive damage to the in-

China-U.S. economic and trade ties. When 
meeting with Chinese President Xi Jinping in 
the lead-up to the 17th Group of 20 Summit 

Biden said the U.S. side has no intention to 
-

The time has now come for the U.S. to put 
its money where its mouth is and lift the em-
bargo on PV products from Xinjiang. Seizing 
these products from China will only cease 
powerful sustainable growth in the U.S. BR

‘Seizing Power’
By Lan Xinzhen

Copyedited by Elsbeth van Paridon
Comments to lanxinzhen@cicgamericas.com
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TECH

The United States’ largest chipmaker Nvidia 
is back exporting to China’s mainland. It 
is able to do so only after creating a chip 

that complies with new export rules imposed by the 
U.S. authorities. The rules aim to keep cutting-edge 

-
tential to cost U.S. chipmakers billions if they fail 
to follow Nvidia’s lead.

-

while also pushing its allies to do the same. 
The U.S. Department of Commerce’s Bureau 

“restrict China’s ability to obtain advanced comput-

and manufacture advanced semiconductors used in 
military applications.”

The U.S. authorities added 31 new Chinese en-

to verify through end-use checks. U.S. companies 
must make applications to the U.S. Department of 

if the entities do not become verified within the 

license in order to supply them with products.

entities had been verified and removed from the 

China’s Ministry of Commerce said it showed the 

will severely hurt regular trade between companies 
in the two countries and threaten the stability of 
global industrial and supply chains.

How we got here

been tightening controls on the export of semicon-

and expanding the scope of companies covered.

Unwise Controls      
U.S. chip export restrictions against China likely to backfire By Li Wenhan

The measures began with the banning of direct sales of U.S. chips and other 

rendering them unable to access products containing more than 25 percent U.S. 
technology. The ban proved ineffective as Huawei had alternative sources in 

effectively allowed the U.S. Government to force the rest of the world to com-
ply with its own export controls on the Chinese tech giant. Many more Chinese 

FDP Rule to all of them.

a research fellow with the Institute of American Studies under the Chinese 
Beijing Review. “The BIS expanded the scope 

-
ing and supercomputer industries in the U.S. The country has implemented the 
extensive ban in an attempt to prevent China’s indigenous semiconductor indus-
try from progressing.”
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on Foreign Policy
makes the same old national security arguments. Yet the agency never really 
deals with the fact that denying them to China is effectively a form of economic 
containment.”

Will the U.S. hold out?
The fact that the Joe Biden administration is stepping up efforts to stop America-
made chips and chipmaking equipment from going to China is dampening 
demand for American products in the world’s biggest semiconductor market.

companies could lose up to 18 percentage points of global share and 37 percent 
of their revenue if the U.S. completely banned semiconductor companies from 
selling to Chinese customers.

-
The Economist read in late 

October.

Nvidia warned in August that the new restrictions would cost the firm as 

The new regulation placed on China-bound chips restricts their intercon-

and China’s Taiwan together account for 92 percent of the world’s semicon-
ductor output by value and the U.S. expects the four to team up into what has 
become known as the Chip-4 alliance. The alliance aims to build a unified 
supply chain that cooperates on the design and manufacturing of advanced semi-
conductors and freezes out China’s mainland.

“The ROK has been reluctant to join the alliance. It sells 60 percent of its 
semiconductor products to China’s mainland. Despite its joining talks to discuss 

said.

to restrict chip sales to and investment into China risks triggering a trade war—

-

-

an online discussion hosted by the Washington International Trade Association.
“That doesn’t help the U.S. Government achieve its objective. It harms U.S. 

Talent, out

any support for the development or production of 
chips at semiconductor-manufacturing facilities 
in China without a license—regardless of whether 
this support includes the export of any products or 

just organizations and companies.”
The restriction may force Chinese Americans 

between their citizenship and their job. At least 43 
senior executives are American citizens working at 
16 publicly listed Chinese semiconductor compa-

The Wall Street Journal.
Increasing numbers of Chinese academ-

Chinese academics gave up their U.S. affiliation 

launched the China Initiative to investigate allega-
tions that U.S.-based scientists were transferring 
advanced technologies to China. Academics criti-

and deterring Chinese academics from moving to 
or staying in the U.S.

-
nage charges against him under the China Initiative 

“unwarranted fear to the academic community” 
after the charges against him were dropped a year 
later.

interview with The New York Times

BR

Copyedited by G.P. Wilson
Comments to liwenhan@cicgamericas.com
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All passengers arriving from overseas 
will undergo five days of quarantine at 
designated sites plus three days of home 

day quarantine at designated sites plus three-day 
 according to a notice 

released by the State Council Joint Prevention 
and Control Mechanism Against COVID-19 on 

optimizing pandemic control.
The notice was released following a meeting held 

by the Standing Committee of the Political Bureau 

measures after hearing a report on COVID-19 preven-

These measures would make COVID-19 preven-

and minimize the impact of the pandemic on economic 

at a press conference on the country’s recent economic 
performance.

Coordinating tasks
In addition to shortened quarantine periods for 

-

of quarantine at designated sites plus three days of 

quarantine at designated sites plus three days of 
health monitoring at home. 

-
sonnel in quarantine or under health monitoring.

The notice scrapped the previous practice of sus-

those routes carried a certain number of COVID-19 

requirement for inbound travelers from twice in the 

Targeted Responses     
Measures laid out to optimize COVID-19 control By Ji Jing

48 hours before boarding to once. The notice said that inbound high-level business 
travelers and sports groups arriving in China from overseas should be exempted from 
quarantine and directly transferred to closed-loop bubbles via designated vehicles.

The meeting on November 10 underlined the need to continue to prioritize lives 
and health in addressing the pandemic. It emphasized the need to continue the strat-
egy of preventing both inbound cases and domestic resurgences and adhering to the 
policy of dynamic zero-COVID-19. With the overarching goal of preventing inbound 

infections. It does not denote zero infection. The gist is to cut off the spread of new 

pandemic is still ongoing and there have been resurgences of the virus in China. China 
has a huge population and a large number of vulnerable groups and its development 
is unbalanced between its regions. The nation’s healthcare resources would be insuf-

across China. New strains of the virus and its relatively higher prevalence in winter 
and spring when the weather is colder pose serious challenges to prevention and con-
trol efforts. 

The meeting also highlighted the importance of coordinating COVID-19 preven-
tion efforts with economic and social development and minimizing the impacts of the 
pandemic on economic and social development.

that the measures will help divert limited COVID-19 response resources to people and 

Pharmacists prepare traditional Chinese medicinal herbs for COVID-19 patients at 
a hospital in Sanya, Hainan Province, on August 20
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quickly as possible with minimum expenses.

Evidence-based adjustments

according to Lei.

Science and Technology Daily on November 
14 that the mutation of the virus has been an important basis for the adjustment of 
COVID-19 response measures. 

Clinical experience shows that the rate of critical cases and deaths caused by the 
virus is very low at present and most of the current positive cases are asymptomatic. 
Vaccine-induced herd immunity has been formed in China as more than 90 percent of 

senior population.

becoming more stable and less virulent.

conference. The incubation period of new strains is gradually reducing; as the longest 
-

tralized quarantine plus three days of home quarantine is adequate to control the risk 

on science. Chang said secondary close contacts have an extremely low rate of 

-
ing such areas would cause a large number of people to be under quarantine and 

A staff member guides residents at a nucleic acid testing site in Changchun, Jilin Province, on October 2

XIN
H

U
A

result in a waste of human resources for pandemic 
control at the community level. 

of high-risk areas. It said high-risk areas will cover 
residences of positive cases and places they have 

building and should not be expanded recklessly. If 

the high-risk label along with control measures 
should be lifted promptly.

The notice required more efforts in enhancing 
medical resources. Vaccination against COVID-19 

adding booster vaccination coverage should be 

The document also urged the stepping up of 
services to minimize interruptions to the life of 

-
ence that the ministry will continue to strengthen 
market monitoring. He also said large supermarkets 
and agricultural product wholesale markets should 
identify potential temporary alternative locations in 

BR

Copyedited by G.P. Wilson
Comments to jijing@cicgamericas.com
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Internet Connection 
World builds consensus during Wuzhen conference By Lu Yan

China act
China ranks second in the world in terms of 

bluebook released by the Chinese Academy 
of Cyberspace Studies during the summit. The 
bluebook consists of two separate reports—
the World Internet Development Report 2022 
and China Internet Development Report 2022. 
The reports have been released for six con-
secutive years since 2017 as an important part 
of the event.

The Global Internet Development Index 

 

About 3.7 billion people are not yet 
benefiting from access to the mo-

-
emony of the 2022 World Internet Conference 

future and a more inclusive and connected 

to make sure everyone has the chance to 
benefit from the transformational power of 

Themed Toward a Shared Digital 
Future in a Connected World—Building 
a Community With a Shared Future in 

XIN
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A robot dog draws the attention of visitors during the Light of Internet Expo, part of the 2022 World Internet Conference Wuzhen Summit,  
in Wuzhen, Zhejiang Province, on November 10

that concluded on November 11 

record high.
Participant debates led to a 

consensus on enhancing win-win 

development of the digital econo-
my and governance of the digital 

-
ing further efforts should render 
emerging technologies more ac-

people’s digital skills and build a 

INTERNET
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Internet governance. The top 10 economies 
leading Internet development this year are 

China Internet Development Report 2022 
features the achievements of the country’s 
Internet sector in the past year. According 

country’s GDP. 
Data released by the Ministry of Industry 

and Information Technology in May re-
vealed that China had built nearly 1.6 

world’s largest 5G network.
A recent GSMA analysis showed that 

strong 5G demand on the Chinese mainland 
has made it the single largest 5G market in 

for over 75 percent of the global total at the 
end of 2021.

“We are now seeing 5G beginning to 
take off around the world with China as one 

even more transformation as 5G automates 

now adopt intelligent management sys-

science and technology like unmanned agri-

monitoring and remote controlled irriga-

the company has participated in over recent 

which not only makes it convenient and ef-

them to quickly receive information and 

most outstanding examples of connectivity 
applied to the sea. These provide ships with 

and allow them to know the approximate 

other relevant data.

Cases of Jointly Building a 
Community With a Shared Future 
in Cyberspace and 15 World 
Leading Internet Scientific and 
Technological Achievements 
were commended. The IPv6+ 

Development and Networking 
spearheaded by telecom service 
provider China Unicom was one 

based on the continuing evolu-
tion and innovation of Internet 

most recent version of the pro-

safer online services.

private network based on it was 
built during the Beijing Winter 

-

reliable high-quality service to the 

Shared cyber future
The summit has been held for nine consecu-
tive years and this year’s event is the first 
WIC annual meeting following its inau-
guration as an international organization 
headquartered in Beijing earlier this year.

Using digital technology to promote 

the development gap and achieve sustain-
able economic and social development in 

requires considerable effort from the interna-
tional community.” 

called for joint efforts to advocate for the 
next generation of the Internet to be a collab-

that pushes for tolerance and the use of 

-
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A 5G technology exhibition in Harbin, Heilongjiang Province, in August
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in global governance and promote 

transparent international Internet 
governance system. We strive to 
realize the goals of innovation-driv-

that cyberspace will be a commu-

the white paper said.

including respecting cybersover-

white paper noted.  BR

Copyedited by G.P. Wilson
Comments to luyan@cicgamericas.com
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November 9

bullying or harassment. 
“The more we work with each 

other and focus on building a 
global community that works as 
one uniform team to eradicate dis-

be for all of us living in this global 

Efforts have been made to 
address such challenges. There 
has been progress on data and 
privacy governance over the past 

cyberspace standards endorsed 
at the United Nations in March 

Information Protection Law of 

U.S.-China Business Council President Craig Allen.

companies today face diverse regulatory regimes 

during the summit.
He added China and the U.S. should harmonize 

between the two economies should not be disrupted 

and well-reasoned policies is essential to unlocking 
the limitless potential of the digital revolution while 

he said.

Information Office released a white paper titled 
Jointly Build a Community With a Shared Future in 
Cyberspace. 

“To build a community with a shared future in 

SCIENCE
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Initiated by China’s e-commerce giant 
Alibaba in 2009 and taking place from late 

roughly China’s answer to Black Friday and 

many domestic and overseas consumers to make 
their purchases in order to obtain the greatest pos-
sible markdown.

forms of promotion like live-streaming have 
-

tions of sharply declining sales due to the impacts 
of COVID-19 and the economic downturn this 

-
pected.

their total Double 11 turnover figures for this 
year. Tmall said its gross merchandise volume 

-

JD.com’s GMV growth was faster than the in-
dustrial average and its number of shoppers also 

-
pany.

“Consumers as a whole were less fanatical 
this year compared with previous years. While 

-

at the Shanghai University of Finance and 
Beijing Review. 

Still busy and buzzy

presales started at 8 p.m. on October 24. Tmall 

100-million-yuan mark during the 
period. The hourly order volume of 
some brands was even bigger than 
their daily total for November 11 last 
year.

nationwide handled 4.27 billion 

-

the daily average. 
An increasing variety of imported 

goods also reached Chinese consum-
ers through e-commerce platforms. 

transaction value of country-specific 

-
creased by more than 12 times year 
on year within 10 minutes after pre-
sales kicked off on October 24.

While Chinese consumers em-

products also entered the overseas 

a global online retail marketplace 

China-made projectors had risen 250 
percent year on year in Brazil in the 
previous 30 days.  

New players also joined the 

its average daily sales rose by 156 
percent year on year during the event 
this year. Kuaishou said the value of 
e-commerce orders generated by its 
short videos rose by 515 percent year 
on year in the period. 

As all participants vied to engage 

-
lowings appeared in promotional activities to 
endorse products. Some even worked exhausting 
schedules as anchors.    

-

-

she requires refunds on several products she 
purchased during the shopping festival. “The 
products I received were not the same as those 

were slow. They need to offer a good customer 
Beijing Review.

Changing consumers

sociologist Zygmunt Bauman already predicted 
how today’s consumers would be living in his 
book Work, Consumerism and the New Poor
published in 1998. Bauman criticized how con-
sumerism drove people to consume only to keep 
up with trends. His critique is gaining traction 

increasingly aware of the pitfalls of unrestrained 
consumerism.

“I only bought some snacks and baby prod-

Beijing Review.
According to the 30-something employee of 

-
ing Double 11 in previous years. “But I found the 
complicated rules for discounts actually did not 
help cut costs all that much. And I have turned to 
the ‘less is more’ lifestyle and stopped stocking 
up on things at home.”

priorities when making purchasing decisions. As 

In Transition 
The evolution of China’s online shopping habits By Li Xiaoyang
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what they really need instead of making impul-
sive and excessive purchases. Low prices and 
huge discounts are no longer appealing for many 
consumers seeking high-quality and durable 
products. 

many young Chinese adults are living thriftier 
lives. Every social media platform gives people 

wasting that last bit of facial cleanser. But they are 
not becoming totally stingy. They are still will-
ing to pay for items in which they have special 

clothing such as hanfu
Han ethnic group.

year’s shopping festival. “There are indeed some 
discounts and freebies; I’m still willing to pay 

Beijing 
Review.

More people are participating in 

trade or exchange idled items like 
electronic devices on platforms for 
secondhand products. According 

volume of its trade-in transactions 

and sales of energy-efficient home 
appliances on its platform jumped 
141 percent year on year during this 
year’s Double 11. 

Various niche and personal-
ized demands continued to expand. 

sports and pet products continued 
-

door and outdoor exercise products 
were also popular. Data from Tmall 
showed sales volume of camping 
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Parcels on an automated conveyor belt of logistics service provider SF Express in Tianjin on November 10

equipment registered a 115-percent year-on-

accessories grew 61.9 percent year on year 

New forces
-

ward pressure and external uncertainties have 
affected consumer expectations on income. 
But her observations are not all negative. 
Some small cities and towns have seen con-

industries from coastal areas has boosted local 
growth and improved incomes. 

these places who have deeper pockets have 

makes them strong driving forces in consump-
BR

Copyedited by G.P. Wilson
Comments to lixiaoyang@cicgamericas.com
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Moving Pictures
After 100 years of evolution, Chinese animation still harbors  

big dreams  By Yuan Yuan

Fthe release of the Three-Body Problem ani-

Remembrance 
of Earth’s Past. The series will officially stream 

December 3. 
The debut date was announced on October 29 

at an event called Anime Made by Bilibili 2022-

since 2018 to showcase its new initiatives in the 
Chinese animation sector. As principal producer 

-
nounced in 2019 it had secured the rights to adapt 
the novel into an animated series. 

The series trailer has attracted 40 million 
views and 3 million followers over the past three 

A bold decision
It is the highest-valued intellectual property movie 
Bilibili has ever produced since entering the ani-
mation industry in 2014. Animation studio YHKT 

depicting scenes in the novel through animation 
-

forts in its production.
“It was an adventurous decision to get in-

-

including a severe lack of investment and an 

career prospects.”
The decision to produce an animation based 

on the work of a Chinese author becomes even 
more unusual in light of the founding intention 

created the Bilibili website. The website then 
unexpectedly turned into a leading video commu-
nity in China.

“The childhood television memories of people 
born in the 1980s and 90s may be dominated by 

-

Communication Forum on Chinese Culture in 

faded into obscurity during those decades.”

An early start

-
sued a short advertisement for typewriters. This 
was roughly 14 years after the release of the 
world’s first fully animated cartoon—1908’s 
Fantasmagorie.

Using equipment from a bankrupt American 

early animation works in a tiny Shanghai stu-

had mastered puppetry and incorporated it into 
their animated works along with other skills and 
elements of traditional Chinese arts. 

film Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs
brothers completed China’s first feature-length ani-
mation Princess Iron Fan
China’s classic novel Journey to the West. 

shown in Japan during the War of Chinese 
People’s Resistance Against Japanese Aggression 

 
at the opening of an  
animation-themed  
bookstore in Beijing  
on November 11
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China’s first International Cartoon & 

digital forefront. The festival has become one of 
the largest gatherings for creators and fans of ani-
mation in China.

Monkey King: Hero Is Back by Tian 
Xiaopeng became a blockbuster in China’s film 

-

new milestone in the rise of Chinese animation. 

Big Fish and Begonia
remarkable success.

Ne Zha
adaptation depicting a famous Chinese mytho-
logical character from the epic novel Investiture 
of the Gods

of the 49 anime series lineups announced were 

as the new season of Fog Hill of Five Elements
which incorporates cultural elements taken from 
The Classic of Mountains and Seas.

-

reserve of Chinese traditional stories as both a 
wonderful advantage for Chinese creators and a 
limit. 

“Most Chinese animation is based on Chinese 

could go outside the box and create something 
Beijing Review. 

The animated adaptation of The Three-Body 
Problem is regarded as an attempt in this direc-
tion. “I am looking forward to being thrilled 
by the animation of the upcoming series on 

BR

Copyedited by G.P. Wilson
Comments to yuanyuan@cicgamericas.com 

VCG

Tezuka to create Japanese manga series Astro Boy in the 1960s. 
The foundation of the Shanghai Animation Film Studio in 1957 lent 

impetus to China’s animation industry. Havoc in Heaven
of several chapters from Journey to the West

-

and Russian television.

The rise
Chinese folk stories and art forms are rich sources of creative inspiration with-

Chinese creators have struggled to dig into its goldmine.
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THROUGH THEIR EYES

suggested: Why not try gin? 
The alcoholic beverage is obtained by distillation from a base of grain 

berries. Modern-day London dry gin can trace its beginnings back to the 12th 

tried to provide distinctive characteristics from the Chinese palate. Their 

Spirits which has six editions to date. Its raw materials hail exclusively from 

Sichuan provinces.
Being made in China is one factor that has helped the brand better 

-

With a handful of beverage brands reg-

he conquers new areas of the Chinese consumer 
market.

business and then in charge of his own company. 
With a characteristic Medellin accent adding to 

people magnet. His family once owned an import 
company acquiring food and beverages from 

and after” in the eyes of the world. 

charge of supervising company cargo traveling 

had one year to refocus my energies and reinvent 

the Chinese market. 
-

is why he established a second business in the 

imports were very successful and we developed a 

A new blend
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David Muñoz (left) at the Crimson Pangolin distillery with master distiller Mark Lloyd  
in Changsha, Hunan Province

Pouring Infusion
A Colombian entrepreneur cheers China’s evolving spirits By Magdalena Rojas
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-

challenging geopolitical landscape.

series of new products in its beverage portfolio. All of them respond to a cer-

an ecological alternative that comes in 100-percent recyclable five-liter 

of the most popular ingredients in Chinese cooking: the Sichuan chili pepper. 
“We traveled to the most remote towns in China in search of the best chili 

China Hoy

The entrepreneur has managed to combine keen business acumen with 

-
ventive cocktails served up in bars and restaurants across different cities. “I’m 

our customers’ opinions and intend to learn from the consumer experience.”

Shaking things up
One of the most valuable lessons China has 

-
try is an ancient civilization. “The Chinese do 

carve out his space in the market. Unlike Latin 
-

permarkets and stores are often the first point of 

in China is very different. Thanks to the country’s 

-
ward a more convenient and faster format through 
online shopping. “Most consumption here occurs 

and Taobao account for 90 percent of business-to-
customer alcohol sales.”

-

As traditional Chinese spirits and baijiu 

with the greater purchasing power of a continually 

Crimson Spirits products a wide market. “We try 

Chinese love that; they love to learn how to make a 
cocktail or how a certain drink is produced.”

This year has been one of the toughest years 
for China’s food and beverage industry due to 

and hopeful about the future. He believes related 

Crimson Spirits storyline to further unfold. “We 
want to be the most popular gin in all of Asia as 
we strongly believe the region will be the future 

-
ible conviction. Cheers to that.  BR

Colombian entrepreneur David Muñoz is also an experienced mixologist
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This is an edited version of an article first published in China Hoy
Copyedited by Elsbeth van Paridon
Comments to yanwei@cicgamericas.com 
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CULTURE

N‘extremely concerned’ about 
China’s influence through 

citing Federal Bureau of Investigation 

lawmakers he was “extremely concerned” 
about the popular short video app’s opera-
tions in the U.S.

Wray’s remarks built on those from 
other government officials and members 
of U.S. Congress who have expressed 
deep skepticism about the ability of 

protect U.S. user information from what 
they consider an adversarial government.

Being a resident of China’s capital 
who may not be on TikTok but certainly 

the mind of this fashion and urban culture-
obsessed author to wander and wonder… 
Who in China’s social media scene really 
does wield the biggest influence of them 
all? The answer was staring her in the 
face: the virtual idol. 

A double act

to tell them apart from actual humans. 
Whether or not that’s a good thing remains 

During China’s annual Double 11 on-

off presales in late October and reached its 

Virtual Reality or Insanity?
More brands want a piece of the metahuman marketing pixels  
By Elsbeth van Paridon

go for top retail players to show off their 

meant utilizing the technological and 
digital advancements surging through the 

as tapping into local consumers’ changing 
palates—particularly catering to Gen Z’s 
spending power. 

China’s e-commerce giant and 
Double 11 initiator Alibaba also utilized 

-

-
ing technology supplier RM Inc. and 
made her debut on Chinese shopping 

mainly targeting young female custom-

May 20 last year. AYAYI rapidly gained 

realism and the fact many immediately 
idolized her flawless skin and perfect 

to promote electronics giant Haier during 
Double 11. 

As part of Alibaba’s Metaverse Art 

duo presented a series of products and ex-
periences to consumers via virtual reality.

and influencers is well on its way to be-
coming the latest revolutionary tactic in 
advertising. But what’s their appeal?

Flaunting the flaws
-

zen commented on a short video posted by 

2020. “You should put on a [moisturizing] 

Angie isn’t even a real person; she’s a vir-
tual idol.

promote skincare routines. She’s a sweet 

dark hair casually tucked behind her ears. 
This idol even cries and enjoys feeling the 
wind graze her face and eating ice cream. 

-
forms for small crowds wearing a baggy 
jumpsuit and loves doing regular “stuff.” 
And that’s why she has connected with 

-

identify with her simple “lifestyle.”

becoming a force to be reckoned with. 
Their mostly Gen Z and millennial audi-
ence has now reached almost 390 million 

-
lion in 2021 and brought an added value of 

indicate the latter figure will increase by 
about 70 percent each year and is set to 

Chinese social media platforms offer 

of commercial opportunities to expand 
their audiences. “Virtual KOLs are taking 
them by embodying all kinds of different 
characters: from the average girl next door 
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CULTURE
 

hyper-realistic rendered 
images to synthetic comic 

selling products in live-
streams to telling short 
stories in social media 
story formats. The possi-
bilities for engagement are 
endless and Chinese vir-
tual KOLs are exploring 

Beijing-based China mar-
ket research firm Daxue 
Consulting.

The success of these 
idols comes from their 
ability to connect with 

-
plex social media web. 
They use platforms like 

as well as retail platforms 
like Little Red Book and 

not available to Western 

KOLs with assorted pos-
sibilities to grow their 
online followings and cash 
in on their connections with fans. 

and many brands want a piece of the pixels.

Pixelated lines?

very catchy indeed. But it does cause 
yours truly to ponder that ever-present 
question… What’s the catch?

There are many unique advantages to 
using virtual idols. They don’t have to deal 

technology and they can continue to grow 

-
sion and participation reach 

ultimate form of the Internet. 
Whether or not that’s a good 
thing and whether increased 
immersion in virtual reality 
will eventually lead to some 

will tell.
But China isn’t one to 

wait and see. 
The Chinese Government 

in January issued a state-
sanctioned report warning 
Internet companies to tread 
carefully when looking to de-
ploy virtual KOLs or idols in 
the metaverse. This research 
report on public opinion risk 
management in the virtual 
idol industry also warned of 
“public opinion bubbles hyp-
ing metaverse interest beyond 

people not to idolize the new 
sphere.

China increasing i ts 
involvement in the sector 
doesn’t come as too big of 
a surprise. The state already 

cracked down on the country’s “chaotic” 
fan culture in the summer of 2021 and 

report vaguely noting some virtual idols 
are “used to engage in illegal activities” 
that “may affect and impact social cohe-
sion and values” and pose a risk through 
promoting the same intense fan culture 
previously inspired only by their human 
counterparts.

“The problem of virtual idols in cyber-
space may lead to a crisis of trust in real-

But speaking of “real-life”… Just who 
are the real humans wielding their influ-
ence over these virtual ones?   BR
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Vocaloid (or virtual singer)  
Luo Tianyi is one of China’s most 
popular virtual idols. She even  

for the 2022 Beijing Winter  
Olympics, titled Time to Shine,  
at the opening ceremony of the 
Meet in Beijing Olympic Culture & 
International Arts Festival  
on January 6. Luo has 5 million  
followers on Weibo, China’s Twitter

XIN
H

U
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-

their potential will only become 
greater.

between virtual reality and actual 
reality will only grow increasingly 

and the user experience will be-
come more immersive. According 
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Room With a View
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Generations of ancient Chinese lite-
rati already knew all too well that 

be a place to get far away from the mad-
ding crowd and unleash the power of deep 
thought.

The Palace Museum on August 30 un-

which will conclude on November 30. More 
than 100 cultural items give visitors a glimpse 
of what a day in the life of an intellectual 

museum also offers people the opportunity to 
embrace their inner tranquility and be alone 
with their thoughts surrounded by the authen-
tic-looking decor.

epitome of cultural inheritance and prosper-
ity. This exhibition explores and explains the 

cultural core of the Chinese study and lends 
this traditional facility contemporary mean-

the intellectuals and the items they kept in 
their studies.

known as the Four Jewels of the Study or 

expressions of the four essential implements 

-
tion. Exquisitely manufactured stationery and 

how devoted the literati were to their work 
and how the ancient Chinese created so many 
masterpieces through their expert use of those 
four tools.  BR

Text and photos by Wei Yao



 BEIJING REVIEW  47http://www.bjreview.com

CULTURE

2. A travel set of the Four Treasures of the Study—writing 
brush, paper, ink, inkstone—owned by Emperor Qianlong 
(1711-99) of the Qing Dynasty (1644-1911). Qianlong was 
known as a cultural emperor and was himself a poet and 
an art collector

5. The exhibition reproduces one of Emperor Qianlong’s 
study rooms

1. Visitors study an ancient Chinese astrological chart inside 
Beijing’s Palace Museum on November 8. Chinese astrology 
itself dates back more than 5,000 years

4. A visitor takes in a mirrored art installation created by Zhang 
Yonghe, a contemporary Chinese artist, on November 8

3. People check out a display dedicated to the Four  
Treasures of the Study on November 8. The actual term 

Southern and Northern Dynasties (420-589)



48  BEIJING REVIEW http://www.bjreview.com

having an opening ceremony and a wrap 

people to anticipate a full and exciting 
life in retirement. 

Xiao Gudong (Tmtpost.com): With 
China’s population aging at a breakneck 

of TV series and variety shows that close-
ly examine senior citizens. Frequently 

generation gaps and life in a nursing home. 

the younger generations. 
To precisely target the senior audi-

industry has enlisted two strikers. The 

the entertainment industry. With the rise 

where users are drawn to content like 
retired state banquet master chefs perform-

remaking famous TV dramas.
Empresses in 

the Palace can be understood as a senior 
version of jubensha
mystery game that involves live action 
roleplaying. The phenomenon suggests the 
increasingly active participation of older 
people in recreational activities once ex-
clusive to Gen Zs.

phenomenon that can be easily negated on 

market for senior-targeted entertainment. 
The task at hand is to walk the fine line 
between maximizing economic value and 
protecting copyrights.  BR

Popular Chinese costume drama 
Empresses in the Palace
which tells the story of a girl’s 

survival amid jealous intrigue and betrayal 

thrust back into the spotlight after a 15-minute 
remake of the TV series starring 16 retirees 
with an average age of 62 went viral on social 

-

while others interpreted it as an invitation for 
-

address older people’s needs for spiritual  
enrichment. 

Liu Tingting (Gmw.cn):These retirees 
and the producers of the remake only see the 
sunny side—the fun and the social media 

where possible copyright infringement has 
occurred. 

copyright does not equal the right to copy. 
The Copyright Law of the People’s Republic 
of China states 17 derivative work-related 

and communication through information 
networks. Without authorization from the 
rightful copyright owner of Empresses in the 
Palace -

Exceptions do exist. According to the 
-

live performance. The remake clearly does 

and they in turn have garnered online fame 
and possibly revenue. 

A sharp line must be drawn between 
entertainment and copyright infringement 

so that the newly emerging business of 
film and television remakes can thrive 
within the set parameters of the law.   

Shen Jiequn (Youth.cn): The copy-

the popularity of the remake also reflects 
an increasing awareness among younger 
generations of their parents’ need for a rich 

With advanced technologies and all 
other material conditions of happiness in 

-

fact that life for many seniors is rather 
lonely. 

-

mother’s dull retired life by shooting a 
short film. The project turned out to be 

who got to enjoy the whole package that 
comes with acting—being trained in tra-

FILE

The Fine Line Between  
Inspiration and Infringement 
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